
An historical enquiry encouraging students to use detective skills to find out about the past 
You will be investigating the lives of real children who lived in the houses displayed at the Museum. Choose 
from four different characters (subject to availability): 

Harry Parkin: born 1901 

Lillian Hodgkiss: born 1896 

Rose Bradley: born 1901 

Samuel Webb: born 1880 
 

Overall Enquiry Question 
What was significant about the lives of these children? 
 

Additional supporting questions: 

What do the lives of these children tell us about the historical period in which they lived?  What sources can 
we use to find out about the past? How useful are they? How have the lives of children changed through 
time? How can we share our findings? 
 

Aims  
This enquiry provides students with knowledge and understanding of the lives of working class children 
living in the Black Country in the late 19th/early 20th centuries. 

At the end of the enquiry students will have gathered information that can be used to develop a profile of 
the children set within their historical context. 
 

Objectives 

• Develop an understanding of how we find out about and interpret the past  
• To use a range of different sources to find out about the lives of children who lived in the Black Country 

in the past 

• To develop historical enquiry skills by asking and answering questions, selecting and recording 
information and drawing conclusions relevant to the focus of the enquiry 

• To communicate knowledge and understanding of the past in organised and structured ways 

• To recognise that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways at a museum 
 

Connections to the curriculum  
Key stage 2, the National Curriculum in England for history:  

• A local history study 
• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 

1066 

Teachers’ Notes  
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Method 
1. Introduction 

Use the PowerPoint provided to introduce your students to the historical enquiry. Choose which 
child(ren) you wish to investigate. 
 

2. Self-led Visit to the Museum 

The visit to the Museum can take place at the start, middle or end of your study. No prior knowledge of 
the Museum or the period in history is required to undertake the visit. 

You can choose one child, or several children to investigate. However we recommend that you divide 
your class into groups of 15-20 students and that they do not investigate more than one child per 
group. You will need at least one adult per group to accompany them around the Museum. 

Visits are teacher-led, but trails are supplied for each child. Students investigate: 

• The Home – visiting the actual house where their child lived  

• Shopping – using a shopping list specific to the child under investigate. (They do not have to find 
a shop that sells all the items on the list.) 

• Working – visiting an industrial area linked to the work of a key member of the family 

• Playing – finding out about the leisure activities their child may have participated in 

• Transport – discovering what modes of transport were available at the time 

• Growing up – seeing how life in the Black Country changed during their child’s lifetime  
 

The trail encourages your students to engage with Museum staff and develop the following skills: 
 

Be curious and ask lots of questions 

 Collect evidence by exploring the Museum and speaking to people 

 Look more closely at buildings, objects and people 

Think critically about your evidence and consider all your clues together 

 

Example of some of the questions you could ask: 

What was the child’s house like? How was it different from the houses we live in today? 

Which shops would he/she have visited? Look at the shopping list and visit one of our shops. What did 
they sell that you would not see today? Are any products the same? 

See one of our metal working demonstrations or visit Racecourse Colliery to see how most people 
earned a living. Would your students have liked to have been a metal worker or a coal miner? 

Look at the toys the children may have played with. Are they like our toys today? Are they as much fun? 

There are no modern cars in the streets. What forms of transport could the children have used? 

Look at the clothes the Museum staff are wearing. Compare them to the styles we wear today. 
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To ensure that you feel confident and supported during the day, our team of costumed Learning 
Assistants will facilitate your visit. This will include meeting and greeting your school on arrival, 
providing additional interpretation at key parts of the site and facilitating access to the buildings.  

 

3. Take part in an additional activity 

The Museum delivers a number of additional activities to enhance the learning experience. Full details 
are available on our website at bclm.com/teachers  

The offer includes:  

• A 1912 School Lesson 

• An underground mine tour 

• A choice of STEM focus shows 

• A choice of design and technology workshops 

• A choice of traditional art and craft activities 

• An introduction to investigating historical sources 

 

4. Further investigation of primary and secondary sources 

We also provide a range of downloadable resources that you can access from our website. These are 
free to use, and will help your students enhance their historical understanding by linking the lives of the 
children to key events and developments during the 19th and early 20th centuries. They will also help 
your students answer specific historical enquiry questions such as: 
 

 “What was life like for Victorian working class children in the Black Country?” 

“How did life change for children living during the period investigated?” 

“How accurate do you think the Museum’s interpretation of 11 Brook Street is?” 

“How do we know about the life of Lillian Hodgkiss?” 

“How does a day in the life of Rose Bradley compare to a day in your life?” 
 

The resources include: 

• Census returns 

• Birth, marriage and death certificates 

• Historic photographs 

• Maps 

• Oral histories (where available) 

• Newspaper articles 
 

Worksheets and “how to” guides are provided to help you use the resources in the classroom. 
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5. Present your findings 

Students communicate their learning through an engaging end product (e.g. design a marketing poster, 
write a diary entry, make a shoe box diorama or give a presentation).  

The Museum would love to see examples to share on the learning web pages. 

 

 

Additional Information 
Our History Detectives enquiry can be combined with elements from our other history trails:  

• A Day on the Home Front  

A focus on Samuel Webb’s family, and their lives during the First World War. They were still living in 
the back to back house now located at the Museum and Samuel’s younger brother Ernest, was a 
serving soldier in the War. All information supported by primary resources. 

• Accident Investigators 

A detailed account of a local mining accident giving an opportunity to learn more about living and 
working conditions in the nineteenth century. Extensive primary resources available. 

• Coal Iron and Steam 

A general Museum trail explaining the importance of the Black Country’s raw materials and showing 
how they were used.  

• Canal Mania 

A look at the importance of the canal system and its development. This includes a case study of Mary 
Ward, born in 1905, who lived and worked on local canal boats. 

 

 

More information and full downloadable resource packs to be found on bclm.com/teachers 
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