
See if you can spot these items and discover what they are all about. 

Things to look for as you explore 

This lamp is helpful when it 
gets dark. 

But what is being burned 
to make this light? 

Bellows are used to 
blow a blast of air. 

But what for? 

These can all be found by the colliery.  

But what are they and what were they used for? 

This was used for cooking. 

But what and how? 

Your Booked Session Times 
Please arrive 5 minutes prior to the allocated time, as late arrivals will miss 

their sessions with no rearrangements. 

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATORS 

Round’s Green New Colliery Pit Disaster 

Welcome to the Black Country Living Museum. You are here 
to investigate an explosion that took place in Oldbury in 1846. 

Inside you will find a map of the Museum with many areas for you to visit and explore. 

The RED RED RED highlighted areas with the REDREDRED boxes are essential parts of your 
investigation. You MUST visit these areas, but they can be visited in any 
order.  

The BLUEBLUEBLUE highlighted areas with the numbered circles     are other areas of 
the site where you can discover additional information about the lives of the 
miners involved in the accident. You can choose which areas interest you 
most and visit them in any order. 

If a group is already inside a house or shop, you may either wait outside or continue 
your visit in one of the other highlighted areas. 

If you have any problems or questions, there will be Costumed Characters located in the 
village and at key parts of the site who will be more then happy to assist you. These 
Characters also have a traditional job. Why not ask to find out what they would have 
done? 

The best way to learn is to ask questions. 
You are accident investigators. You need to ask lots of questions as you 
explore the Museum.  How did the explosion happen? Could it have been 
avoided? Was anyone to blame? How did affect the lives of the families 
involved? What was life like for men and boys working the Thick Coal? 

Mine Gas Show 

_____ : _____

School Lesson 

_____ : _____

Lunch

_____ : _____
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE STARTING YOUR VISIT 



 
 
 

 
 

Pre-booked sessions. 
(See front page for times) 

St. James's School 
Find out what a school lesson was 

like in 1912. How was this different to 
education in1846? Do you think the 10
year old boys working in the mine went to
school? Could they read and write? 

 

T. Cook’s Sweet Shop 
A real treat for children in the 19th century would
have been a “bag of suck” from the sweet shop.
Find out more about how these sweets were
made. 
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The MUST see areas to 
investigate the Mine Disaster 

Find out about some of the dangers
        faced when mining. Find out about 
some of the dangers and the life threatening 
situations faced when mining.
 How many dangers you can find out about ? 
What are some of the inventions and 
methods that the miners used to make thier 
lives safer?

Mine gas show
(Pre-booked Session only) 

Racecourse Colliery 

Speak to a Demonstrator in the Mine Office 
and have an above ground tour of the colliery.  
What happened in the Miners’ Hovel? Find out 
how the winding gear operated to lower and 
raise the men and coal in the shaft. What 
happened to the coal once it was above 
ground? Ask about mine ventilation and the 
dangers of working underground. 

Racecourse 
Colliery 

Mine 
Experience 

The Toll House 
In 1904 James Hodgkiss – a coal miner
died leaving his wife and children in dire straits.
They were forced to move from their home in
Coseley to the Toll House, where the rent was 
cheap. Find out what life was like for a family
without their main wage earner. 
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Jerushah: Tilted Cottage 
See the effects of mining on buildings and
the landscape. “Pit-pulled” buildings such as this 
were a common site in the Black Country.
If you have time find out about the family who
lived in this house in the early 1900s. Joseph
Bradley worked as a Mine Drainage Clerk.
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Find out what a school lesson was 
like in 1912. How was this different to 
education in1846? Do you think the 10 
year old boys working in the mine went to 

Explore the houses and shops in the Village to find 
out what life was like in the 19th century.  

The buildings listed below may be of particular interest. 

A real treat for children in the 19th century would 
have been a “bag of suck” from the sweet shop. 
Find out more about how these sweets were 

The Bake House 
Everyone had bread - whether it was shop-
bought or home-made. It was part of the working 
class staple diet. Find out how it was made. 

4 Street Games 
Have a go at some of the traditional games that 
the boys involved in the pit disaster would have 
enjoyed. Can you get the ball in the cup? 
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Chain Maker’s Shop 
Chain making was a major industry in the Black 
Country. See a demonstration of this hot metal 
work.  

How were chains used at the mine? 
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Dudley Canal Trust 

Old Birmingham 
Road 1930s 

The Village 

Panoramic viewpoints - 
great photo opportunities. 
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Chapel 
Find out what an important role the Chapel 
played in the life of the local community. 
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Pub 
Ask a Facilitator to tell you about the pub. Pubs 
were not only major places for working class 
entertainment. They were often used to host 
inquests, and many butties kept pubs as a side-
line, encouraging their men to spend their wages 
on drink.  

8 

a coal miner – 
died leaving his wife and children in dire straits. 
They were forced to move from their home in 
Coseley to the Toll House, where the rent was 
cheap. Find out what life was like for a family 

Pawnbroker’s Shop 
Find out how poor families could raise money, 
by pawning clothing and sheets.  
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See the effects of mining on buildings and 
pulled” buildings such as this 

were a common site in the Black Country. 
If you have time find out about the family who 
lived in this house in the early 1900s. Joseph 
Bradley worked as a Mine Drainage Clerk. 

The Back-to-Backs 
Houses like this were built in large numbers to 
provide cheap housing for the working classes. 
They are typical of the type of housing miners 
would have lived in. 

Find out about Henry Webb, a miner, who lived 
with his large family in the rear house.  
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Chainmaking. 
Demonstrations 
every 20 minutes, 
on the hour. 




