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 Find these objects 

 

 
 

As you explore the Museum, see if you can spot these objects. They all have a  
story to tell that will help you understand the significance of the canals in the 
Black Country. 
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From 1766-1900 the canal system was the main means of transporting goods in  

the Black Country and Birmingham. In a frenzy of “canal mania” the region  

became criss-crossed in a dense network of canals, known as the Birmingham  

Canal Navigations (BCN).  Over 160 miles of canals linked collieries and ironworking 

industries with the ports of Bristol and Manchester. Raw materials and finished 

products could be shipped out all over the country and the world - allowing the 

Black Country and Birmingham to become literally "the workshop of the world". 

 

You will be exploring the Museum to find out about the development of the canal 

system in the Black Country. Use this trail to discover why canals were built, the 

different types of boats that travelled on them and the loads they used to carry.  

 

 

Black Country  
Canal Mania 

 

BOOKED SESSIONS (Optional) 
(Please arrive at least 5 minutes early to each session. If you are late you will miss your session 
and we cannot guarantee that we will be able to provide an alternative booking) 

 
 

Lunch Slot 

  
Mine Gas 

Show 

 Dudley Canal 
and Tunnel 

Trust 
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Racecourse Colliery 
Black Gold: Black Country Coal 

Canals were built to transport coal. Find 
out more about Black Country collieries 
and this important fuel. 

Speak to the Demonstrator in the Mine 
Office and have an above ground tour 
of the mine. 

Jerushah: Tilted Cottage 
See the effects of mining on 
buildings and the landscape. 

 

Lime Kilns  
Limestone was quarried extensively 
in Sedgley, Dudley and Walsall. It 
was one of the many raw materials 
in the region transported on the 
canals. Lime played a key role in the 
successful industrial development 
of the Black Country.  

These lime kilns were built in 1842 and were in use until 
about 1926, burning limestone quarried from 
underneath Dudley from nearby Castle Hill and Wren
Nest. They consist of a bank of four massive “
feed” draw kilns accessed by their own canal arm and 
basin.   

To find out more, speak to a Street Character or take a look 
at the interpretation panels by the canal and on the top of 
the kilns. 

Canals and Canal Boats
Discover the different canal boats that were 
used in the Black Country.

Broad Street Canal 
Bridge 

 

Mine Gas Show 
(Pre-booked session only) 

 
Find out about some of the dangers faced when mining. Find out about 
some of the dangers and the life threatening situations faced when mining. 
How many dangers you can find out about? What are some of the  
inventions and methods that the miners used to make their lives safer? 
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Lifting Bridge 
Can you work out how the bridge was 
raised to allow boats to travel 

The Chainmaker 
See chain being 

forged - a key Black 
Country industry that 
relied on coal as a 
fuel. 

Brass Foundry 
(In the yard behind 

the back to back houses) 
 
Find out why horse 
brasses were significant 
and see them being cast. 

Carters Yard 
Find out more about horse 
power 
 

Boat Dock  
Find out how the canal boats 
were maintained. 

Dudley Canal Trust 
(Booked Groups only) 
See the network of 
underground canal routes and 
the caverns where limestone 
and other raw materials were 
mined to fuel the industrial 
revolution. 

These lime kilns were built in 1842 and were in use until 
about 1926, burning limestone quarried from 
underneath Dudley from nearby Castle Hill and Wren’s 

They consist of a bank of four massive “continuous 
draw kilns accessed by their own canal arm and 

To find out more, speak to a Street Character or take a look 
at the interpretation panels by the canal and on the top of 

Canals and Canal Boats 
Discover the different canal boats that were 
used in the Black Country. 

Broad Street Canal 


