
Be curious and ask lots of questions

Collect evidence by exploring the 
Museum and speaking to people
 
Look more closely at buildings, 
objects, and people in the houses 
and on the street

Think critically about your evidence 
and consider all your clues together

Detective Hints & Tips

What was life like at home?

See what you can discover by visiting 
one of these houses

• Back to Backs

• Anchor Makers

• Jerushah

• Toll House

Name of School:

HELLO, I’m Ben. This is my colleague
Sarah. We were just talking about how

industry affected the Black Country and
the people who lived here. Maybe you can

help us by exploring the Museum and
finding out more?

Lunch

Please arrive at least 5 minutes early to each session. If you are late you will miss your 
session and we cannot guarantee that we will be able to provide an alternative booking.

Key times for your visit (optional)

Look out for these symbols in 

the different areas and find 

out what they were used for.

Explore the Museum and discover 

how coal, iron and steam influenced

The Industrial Revolution

What was it like for people living 

at this time?

How did it change 

the landscape?

Your Mission

Coal Iron Steam

Living in a town

Collect a census document to find out 
more about the people who lived there.

What fuels were used in the 
houses for heating, lighting 
and cooking?

If you have time, speak to a Historic 
Character to find out why the Chapel 
and the Bottle & Glass Inn were so 
important to working class life.

Lots of things on sale in the shops were 
made in the Black Country. How many can 
you spot in the windows of the Hardware 
Shop and the Ironmongers?

What would a typical working family 
be able to afford?

Visit one or more of the shops and   
     speak to a shop keeper.

These lamps lit the streets by night. 

What do you think they were powered by?

Look around you, can you find any other 
examples of this form of lighting?

Can you find these?

What do your investigations tell 
you about living in a town during 
the Industrial Revolution?

Can you spot these and find out 
why they were important?

Coal, Iron and Steam



What materials are the toys 
made from?

How are the toys and leisure 
activities different from today?

Mine It (Racecourse Colliery)

At Racecourse Colliery a substance called 
‘Black Gold’ was mined. What was it?

What other raw materials were mined 
in the Black Country?

Men, boys and animals worked below ground.

    What were some of the dangers they 
    faced whilst working?

  Which job would you have preferred -              
  above ground or below?

        Speak to the Historic Characters around the 
 colliery to collect evidence.

Below the Ground

• What was it used for?

• How was it powered?

• Why was it 
 so important?

Visit the
            Newcomen Engine

Winding Engine
Can you find the winding engine?

How was it powered?
What was transported in the ‘bouk’?
(The tub attached to the end of the wire)

There were lots of jobs at the colliery. 

Can you find out more about any of these?

• Pit Bonk Wench

• Butty

• Doggie

• Mine Manager

• Blacksmith

• Engine Driver

Above the Ground

Did the women get paid 

the same as the men? 

Was this fair? Can you spot the items below and find 
out why they were important?

Can you spot these and find out why
they were important?

Does this help you understand why 
the Black Country was known as the 
‘Workshop of the World’?

Make ItMany men and women worked in workshops 
turning raw materials into useful things.

Try and visit one or more of these industrial 
areas to find out more. What were they making?

• Nail shop

• Chain shop

• Brass foundry

• Trap Works

• Lime Kilns

• Anchor Forge

Visit the Worker’s Institute. 
Why was this built? 

    Speak to the Historic Character in the 
           office to find out more about the 
Women Chainmakers of the Black Country. 

Speak to the Historic Character in the W.I and 
collect a piece of evidence.

Move It
Find the boat character to collect some evidence.

Look at the different types of boat.

• What were they used for?

• What cargoes did they carry?

• How were they powered?

If you have time:
Find out more about horses and 
transport by visiting Carter’s Yard.

See how transport changed over time by taking a 
ride on one of the historic vehicles.

Why were canals so 
important in the 
Black Country?

Visit the
Boat Dock

Visit Carters Yard


