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Word/Phrase Definition 

Air Heading Underground roadway or tunnel along which air passes 

Black Damp  

(or “choke”) 

A build-up of carbon dioxide and nitrogen in abnormal proportions, 
reducing the amount of oxygen in the air. It can dim a candle or a 
flame safety-lamp, or completely extinguishing the flame, and can 
cause suffocation. 

Bolt Hole A short narrow heading (roadway), connecting two others. 

Butty This was the Mine Manager. He was employed by the mine owner. 
He in turn employed the miners and paid their wages. He also 
provided all the necessary tools and equipment, including the 
horses.  The Butty did not receive a wage from the Mine Owner. 
Instead, he received a set amount for each ton of coal delivered at 
the pit head. It was therefore to his advantage to get as much coal 
as possible whilst keeping the wages for his men as low as possible. 

Crop Where the mine inclines upwards. The “sulphur” or methane would 
collect in the crop as it is lighter than air, and so will rise. 

Dam An underground stopping or wall constructed out of masonry, clay 
and rubble, to prevent gas escaping, and causing explosions and 
fires. Used to block off areas of the mine that have been worked out 
and are no longer in use.  

Doggy The “Butty” employed a supervisor, known as the “Doggy” or 
“Doggie”. The doggy received a share of the profit from the mine. It 
was the doggy’s responsibility to go down the pit first to inspect the 
workings for safety and to “brush” or fire any gas before the men 
descended to work. 

Downcast The shaft through which the intake, or fresh air, enters a mine. It is 
usually the shaft used for raising the coals, and in which the water 
pumps are generally fixed.  

Gate Road Underground road leading to the coal face. In Rounds Green the 
gate roads were also used to circulate the air. The “blowing” gate 
road was the road with the air circulating from the (downcast) shaft. 
The “drawing” gate road was the road with the air leaving through 
the other (upcast) shaft. 
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Ground Bailiff/Mine 
Surveyor 

Old term for Manager.  Employed by the Mine Owner to watch the 
progress of the mine, check the amount of coal worked out by the 
tenant, to ensure he is paid accordingly and to keep the ventilation 
system maintained. He generally had nothing to do with the 
machinery or daily operation of the colliery. 

Heading Any road, level, or underground passage created in the solid coal to 
work the mine. 

Shaft A vertical pit or hole made through the ground. It is used to bring 
the coal (or other produce of the mine) to the surface, and through 
which the ventilation is passed into and out of the workings. It is 
generally the only outlet from the mine to the surface. Shafts are 
usually constructed in a circular form, though oval and rectangular 
ones are not uncommon. 

Skip A bucket or cage that is raised and lowered in the shaft to transport 
men, horses and coal. 

Sulphur  

(or “fire damp”) 

Fire damp occurs naturally in coal seams and consists chiefly of 
methane. It is highly inflammable and can be explosive when 
present in the air in certain proportions.   

Upcast The pit-shaft through which the returning air rises and escapes. 

Ventilation The system for circulating and regulating a constant current of 
atmospheric air in the mine.  This dilutes, (and as far as possible 
renders harmless), the different dangerous gases given off in the 
mine, and flushes them out to the surface.  

Workings Area where the coal is being mined or extracted. 
 


