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Accident Investigators 
Children’s Employment Commission 1842: Extract 4 

VISIT TO A COAL-PIT, NEAR DUDLEY (under the care of the trustees of the 
late Lord Dudley, at Broad Park, near Holly Hall, about half a mile from 
Dudley) 
 

The party about to descend, four in number, then stood upon the skip and laid 

hold of the chain to which it was attached. The skip was then hoisted a little to 

allow the covering to be wheeled off. We then descended with an agreeable, 

gentle motion, and soon observed the light to become less and less, until we were 

in perfect darkness, and ere long were at the bottom of the shaft. When we looked 

up the mouth of the shaft seemed to be the size of a sugar-basin. 

There were men in readiness at the foot of the shaft, who handed to each a 

candle, which we held by a piece of clay attached to the end of it. In a short time 

the eyes became reconciled to the sudden change of light, and we proceeded 

forward. The great road or gateway along which we passed was cut out of the 

coal, seven or eight feet wide and about nine feet high. The thickness of the 

seam, being the ten-yard coal, would have allowed of making the road of greater 

height but that would have rendered it more dangerous in case of anything falling 

out of the roof, from the velocity acquired in descending from so great a height. A 

railway is laid along the middle of the road to make it easier for the horses to draw 

the cars. Soon it became necessary to stand to one side to make way for the 

horses drawing cars, each horse conducted by a boy of thirteen or fourteen, the 

lad naked from the waist upwards, and marching, his right hand at the bridle. 

...We came at last to the farther extremity of the pit in that direction, and then 

diverged by a working or treading from the gateway to the left, to a place where 

men were at work. The chief miners, the undergoers, were lying on their sides, 

and with their picks were clearing away the coal to the height of a little more than 

two feet. Boys were employed in clearing out what the men had disengaged. 

Portions are left to support the great mass until an opening is made on each side 

of the mass and also part is taken away from the back. This undergoing is a 

dangerous part of the work, as, notwithstanding all that experience and judgement 

can do, occasionally too much is taken away, and a mass of coals will suddenly 

fall and crush the men and boys engaged. Fortunate are they if they escape with 

their lives, but broken bones they cannot fail to have to endure. 
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Accident Investigators 
Children’s Employment Commission 1842: Extract 4 (continued) 

VISIT TO A COAL-PIT, NEAR DUDLEY (Continued)  

A person visiting a mine which has been worked for several years will see very 

little more than in a pit which has been worked but a short time, because as the 

coal is taken away the small coal is piled up in the space left void, and a wall 

occasionally built, and a little farther off another wall, - dust of the calcined 

ironstone being put between, so that there are only the gateways and the 

workings to be seen. The small coal is piled up and shut out from the air, not only 

for the purpose of keeping up the roof, but to prevent spontaneous combustion, 

which, were there access to the air, would, in all probability, take place. 

...From the main gateways of a mine the workings are carried on both to the right 

and the left and each working may be considered as a side-road, or by-road, 

communicating with the great or main gateway. 

It is a fine sight to see the miners congregated at dinner, in a large dining hall cut 

out of the coal. There they sit, naked from the middle upwards, as black as 

blackamoor savages, showing their fine, vigorous, muscular persons, eating, 

drinking, and laughing. They sit an hour, for, one or two and then resume their 

labours. 

Two kinds of gas are produced in the mines which are destructive of human life. 

One is the carbonic acid gas, or, as it is called, damp, by which a miner may be 

damped to death, that is choked and the other is the carburetted hydrogen gas, 

which is commonly called the sulphur, by which a miner may be scorched or 

burned to death, or he may be dashed before it by its explosive force, or burnt 

under the ruin which it occasions, or may be suffocated by the foul air after the 

explosion. 

...The ascent from the pit is the reverse operation of going down. The men stand 

on the foot of the skip and hold of the chains and a small bit of candle is stuck at 

their feet. Gradually they ascend through the dark shaft and at last the light of day 

becomes visible and in due time they come to the top. The covering is rolled 

forward and the skip is let down upon it. It is necessary for a visitor to go 

immediately into the hovel to the great fire and put on a warm great-coat, to 

prevent suffering from the cold after having been down in the warm atmosphere of 

the pit. 


