
 

 

Accident Investigators 
Newspaper Report 1.  

A terrible explosion of fire-damp occurred on Tuesday morning, at Rounds 

Green New Colliery, Oldbury, about five miles from Birmingham. On that 

morning, twenty-five men and boys descended the pit, and commenced their 

labours; soon after, a tremendous explosion happened; sixteen person were 

found dead in the workings, three died when carried to the surface, and another 

man is dangerously hurt; the remaining five escaped unhurt. It is not known how 

the disaster occurred. The evidence on the first day of the Coroner’s  inquest on 

some of the bodies threw no light on the subject, except that the “doggy” 

sometimes took a safety-lamp, and sometimes not, when he entered the mine in 

the morning: whether he did not Tuesday, was not apparent. That something 

was amiss, was evident a little before the explosion; for Mr Holland, the “butty”, 

smelt sulphur, and warned his son not to enter a particular working; but he went 

himself, to look after the men, and perished, while the son escaped.  
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