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Accident Investigators 
Inquest Witness Statement: John Holland 



 Transcript: John Holland’s Witness Statement 

Mr John Holland – I am a miner, and worked in the pit at Newberry lane. My 

father, Job Holland, was the “butty”, and lost his life by the explosion. He had 

been manager for the last two years. Joseph Smith was his manager or “doggy” 

for the last two years. About a quarter-past six o’clock yesterday morning, I and 

my father went down the pit in the same skip. Most of the men had then gone 

down. All the men and boys had gone down except Thomas Morris, and he being 

too late to go down with the others, the skip was sent up the shaft for him. The 

“doggy” generally goes down the first after the men who take care of the horses. 

Two men go down for that purpose. 

Coroner – The questions I am about to ask are very important; answer them 

carefully. 

Witness – When my father and I went down, my father went into the working, 

and I stopped at the bottom of the shaft. In about ten minutes I went up a new 

gate-road to put down some rails. My father afterwards came to me with his 

waistcoat off ready for working. He said, “John, don’t you go up the ‘crop’ for 

there is sulphur in it”. The ‘crop’ is where the mine rises. When he said that, he 

went away in the direction of the men at work in the pit. After he was gone, in 

about three or four minutes I heard the explosion. It took my hearing away, and I 

was all in darkness. I saw no rush of fire. I can give no further account, but I 

thought I should have been suffocated by the sulphur. The explosion blew my 

candle out, and I fought my way, in the dark, to within 15 or 20 yards of the 

bottom of the shaft. Thomas Morris and Thompson came to me afterwards, and 

told me that the skip and the rope had been blown out of the pit. The first thing I 

afterwards saw was a lamp brought down the drawing shaft of the pit. It was 

then discovered that several of the men and boys were killed, and amongst them 

my father, the “butty”, and the “doggy” Joseph Smith. I remained in the pit until 

they were all taken out but two, and then I went up the shaft 

Coroner – Now, Holland, is the safety lamp used every morning in this pit? 

Witness – It is. It is the duty of the “doggy” to use it. There are two lamps in the 

pit; but I don’t know whether the “doggy” used them yesterday morning or not. 

The men were at work in the pit the night before. 

By a Juror – I believe the dams between the old and new works were put in 

properly, and were perfectly safe. We never came in connection with the 

neighbouring pits 

Royle, the banksman, was here recalled, and stated that four skips of coal had 

been drawn up after the men went down, and before the explosion took place. 

 


