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Transcript of Witness Statements: John Shakespeare and Herbert Hampton 

The first witness examined was John Shakespeare, who stated that on the morning 

on which the explosion took place, he went down into the pit about six o’clock; 

that Smith, the “doggie” went down before him; that he went from the bottom of 

the shaft about three hundred yards into the working, and saw Smith coming out 

of a stall of work with the safety lamp lighted in his hand; he said to witness, 

“Don’t go up there,” (referring to the stall he had just left) “there is sulphur.” The 

part in which he said there was sulphur, was the crop. A short time after this, the 

witness proceeded towards the bottom of the shaft, and, when within three or 

four yards of it, the explosion took place. He was unable to say whether the 

“doggie” tried the safety-lamp every morning.  

- Herbert Hampton, the father of two of the deceased, stated that he had for some 

time worked at the pit in which the explosion took place, but that he was not in it 

on the morning of the occurrence; he had seen Smith, the “doggie,” try the pit 

with the safety-lamp repeatedly, and believed he always did it. Whenever he 

found such a quantity of sulphur as would cause danger, he always communicated 

it to the men working in the pit; he (witness) had worked at the pit twelve months, 

and there had not been any explosion. He had assisted to dam up old sides of 

work to keep out the sulphur; sand, small coals, stones, and other such materials 

were used, but no water – this was about two feet thick; all the worked-out sides 

in this pit are so dammed out, and he believed it sufficiently substantial. 

- By a Juror: Whenever we found sulphur in a morning, we “brushed” it out. This 

has sometimes taken us two hours. 


