
 

 

Inquest Witness Statement: Edward Foley  

Edward Foley, being sworn, said – I am 19 years of age and worked at Mr. 

Parker’s pit until Friday week. I did not go on the Saturday morning because I 

was frightened at the sulphur. I found that sulphur existed when I first went 

into the pit. I never worked in any colliery previous, but I knew what sulphur 

was from its blazing round the candle. I found the sulphur continually there. 

On the Friday I left the sulphur was much worse than usual, and the same 

night, dreaming a comical dream, I would not go again. I often told the men 

older than myself, that I was afraid, and they said there was sulphur in the 

pit, but I did not tell the doggy, the butty, or Mr. Haines, the surveyor. I 

always went down in the third skip. The “doggy” appeared very careful when 

trying the pit with the lamp. Since I have been at work no men have left the 

pit in consequence of sulphur existing in the pit. 
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   Inquest Witness Statement 
William Clift 

 

The Daily News, Saturday, November 21, 1846  
 

- William Clift, a miner, said, two months ago I worked in the pit for two days 

and part of another: it was much given to damp, but middling clear of 

sulphur; it was the choke damp, and put the candle out. The third morning I 

went to the pit there was a side of work where I was full of sulphur. There 

was a head way driven out of this side of work, and in there was also much 

sulphur. I said to Holland, the “butty”, that I was dissatisfied about working 

on that side of the pit, because there was sulphur; it kept getting worse, and 

I said that I should like to have the lamp; he (Holland) said he would take it; 

he lighted it, and I went with him to the side of work of which I had 

complained. Holland tried the lamp, and said the place was fit to work in. I 

then took the lamp and tried it myself. I found that there was a great deal 

sulphur. I then said to Holland that I would not work in that sulphur if he 

would give me the pit. I told him I should go out of the pit, and I put on my 

clothes and went away.” 
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 Inquest Witness Statement 
John Northam 

 

John Northam – I work at Mr. Skidmore’s colliery at Twerdale. About 12 months 

ago I worked at Mr. Parker’s colliery for five weeks. The pit was so exposed to 

evils that I left it on that account. I have been a miner 28 years, and have 

worked in various collieries. Sometimes when at work the sulphur existed to 

such an extent that when a lot of coals were about being pulled down, the men 

were obliged to put out all the candles. The mine wanted air. In my opinion the 

air ought to have been carried to the outside rib, instead of being 70 yards of it 

in the gate-road. I and others of the men told the butty and doggy that we 

would not go there every morning “brushing”, as the air heading ought to be 

carried further. We were employed “brushing” more or less every morning, in 

consequence of sulphur being in the pit. When we told Holland that we would 

not “brush” every morning, he said they were going to drive another stall. I 

have never worked in a colliery in which there was so much sulphur as in Mr 

Parker’s pit. The air heading in this part of the county are not carried far 

enough. Mr Parker’s pit was the worst in respect air-heading I ever worked in. It 

is better, in my opinion, to have the air by gate-roads than by air-headings. 


