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Transcript 

“An adjourned Coroner’s inquest was held at Dudley on Monday and 

Tuesday last, on the bodies of James Shakespeare and Joseph Smith, who 

were killed by the late mine explosion at Oldbury. There was nothing fresh in 

the evidence adduced, and the jury returned a verdict, that the deceased 

came to their death by burning, in consequence of the neglect of Thomas 

Haines, the ground baiiff, against whom they returned a verdict of 

manslaughter. – An adjourned inquest was also held at Oldbury on Tuesday 

last, on the bodies of four of the men killed by the same explosion. The 

evidence was the same as in the previous case at Dudley, and the jury 

returned a verdict of accidental death, but at the same time censured Mr 

Haines, the ground bailiff, on account of the imperfect ventilation of the pit. – 

An inquest on another of the bodies was held at Rowley Regis on 

Wednesday, when similar evidence having been adduced, the jury returned 

a verdict of accidental death, at the same time expressing their opinion that 

if blame was due to any one, it was to Holland, the butty-man, who has 

perished. The only part of the evidence which was considered to be against 

Holland was that of a man who worked in the pit for two days, two months 

ago, which evidence was not supported by that of men employed in the pit 

at a subsequent period. – Another inquest on two other of the unfortunate 

men who were killed by the same explosion, was held at West Bromwich on 

Friday. The evidence was the same in substance as that given upon the 

prior inquests held upon the other bodies; and the jury, after a patient 

consideration of the circumstances, returned a verdict of accidental death; 

and they considered that no blame attached to any one. – It appeared in 

evidence that other pits in the vicinity of the one in question were very much 

affected by the heavy state of the atmosphere on the morning of the 

melancholy accident; so much so that in some of them the men did not work 

on that day, and for two or three days afterwards. The inquest on the Friday 

completed the inquests on the unfortunate persons who lost their lives. – Mr. 

Stubbs, solicitor, of this town, attended the inquests on the part of Mr. 

Parker, the mine-owner, and Mr. Thomas Haines, the ground-bailiff. – In the 

Bail Court. London, on Wednesday, Mr. Whitmore obtained a rule nisi to 

admit Mr Thomas Haines to bail, on his surrendering to take his trial. – The 

funerals of fifteen of the sufferers took place at Oldbury yesterday se’night; 

thirteen were buried in the church-yard, and two in burial grounds attached 

to chapels. Such a day of grief and mourning had never been seen in the 

town before.” 


