
 

  

Accident Investigators 
Worcestershire Spring Assizes March 1847 

The following is an extract from the Wolverhampton Chronicle, on 17 March1847. 

“On Monday the trial of the ground bailiff of the Round Green Colliery took 

place. Against this prisoner, it will be recollected, a verdict of manslaughter 

was returned by the coroner’s jury empannelled on the bodies of some of the 

unfortunate sufferers by the explosion, which took place in November last. 

…The indictment alleged that it was his (Haines’) duty to keep the mine 

properly ventilated, and free from fire-damp and other noxious gases; that he 

well knew that the deceased and other persons were at work in the mine, 

and that he, notwithstanding, neglecting his duty in that behalf, allowed an 

accumulation of fire damp to take place, and that the consequence was an 

explosion and the death of the deceased. 

Mr Huddlestone and Mr Hooper appeared for the prosecution; Mr Serjeant 

Allen and Mr Whitmore for the defence. 

… After stating the nature of the charge, and the principal features of the 

evidence bearing upon it, his lordship addressed the jury, said the questions 

for you to decide was whether it was the duty – the plain and obvious duty – 

of the prisoner to direct the air-headings to be made in the mine, and 

whether he omitted to do so, and whether in omitting to do so he was guilty 

of neglecting that ordinary precaution and that reasonable diligence which 

ought to be exercised by a person in his situation. If so, he is guilty of the 

offence laid in the indictment. It is no defence that other persons – as the 

butty and the doggy – may have been equally guilty by omitting to do their 

duty. It would be a wild sort of a law that if many shared the death of one 

amongst them, they should all escape, so no one of them had done it all. If 

you have any doubt as to any of the facts, give him the benefit of the doubt, 

and acquit him. 

The jury after a very short consultation, found a verdict of “Not guilty”. 

From the above case it would seem that the mine owners are not sufficiently 

aware of the heavy liabilities they are subject to if sued under the provisions 

of Lord Campbell’s act (passed last session) which gives a right of action for 

compensation to the relatives of any party killed “by any wrongful act” of 

another.” 

 


