Black Country Living Museum
‘Adventures Through Time’

[image: ]EPISODE 4	KEEPING US HEALTHY
 
INTRO:		ADVENTURES THROUGH TIME – KEEPING US HEALTHY
SFX:	A TOUR ROUND BCLM IN THE BACKGROUND (MUFFLED)
OUTSIDE – CHEMIST SHOP - MODERN
[image: Locations - Black Country Living Museum]BOY:	The Black Country Living Museum is a pretty cool place to find out about the places we’ve come from.
[image: Locations - Black Country Living Museum]GIRL:	Yeah… And not just the places – it’s great to find out about the people behind our history too.  [FLPOURISH] Look - this shop’s got a name on the front.  EMILY DOO?  Who do you think she was?
THE GUIDE:	She?  He was a HE you know!  Harold Emile Doo – although folk ‘round here have been known to call him Emily Doo!  He’s a chemist, like his father before.  Why not take a look inside?
 SFX:	TINKLE OF SHOP BELL
INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP - NEW
GIRL:	Wow – there’s so much to see in here.  Perfumes and hairbrushes, soap and shaving supplies…
BOY:	Scales and measures – and lots and lots of pots!
GIRL:	What’s that smell?  Hmmm, smells spicy…
[image: Museums and Learning Vouchers | Museums and Learning Discounts | Tesco  Clubcard]SFX:	WHOOSH BACK IN TIME - BACKGROUND OF RADIO PLAYING JAZZ. A CUSTOMER BEING SERVED
INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP 1 - OLD
GIRL:	 Uh oh, we’ve gone back in time again!  
BOY:	Hey, do you think that’s Mr Emile Doo himself?  Looks like he’s selling that lady some medicine.
EMILE:	That’s two shillings, if you please.  Thank you!  And how may I help you, young man?
[image: England, Birmingham, Dudley, The Black Country Living Museum Stock Photo -  Alamy]BOY:	Um… just looking if that’s alright.  If you don’t mind me asking – what year is it?
EMILE:	The year?  It’s 1929.  Don’t the  y teach anything at school these days?  
GIRL:	And you’re the chemist right?  So you sell medicines?
EMILE:	Well of course!  What’s more, I make them too.  For many folk, my shop’s the only place to find remedies for their illness or injury.  And in a place such as the Black Country, with its mines and factories, injury can be common enough. [SFX: OLD STYLE FACTORY HOOTER]
GIRL:	But aren’t there doctors – and hospitals?
[image: The Cottage Hospital – Congleton Town Council]IMAGE OF COTTAGE HOSPITALS 
EMILE:	For those that can afford them!  And apart from the local cottage hospital, you need to head into town if you need surgery. There are some factory owners who pay a subscription so that their men can be treated in hospital, but for many they’d have to pay – or treat themselves.  I do what I can to assist!
BOY:	I suppose that means chemists are pretty busy people.



INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP 1 - OLD
EMILE:	I certainly am!  If not mixing medicines, making pills or stocking the shelves with soaps and powders, I’m lancing boils and weighing babies – for a penny mind. 
GIRL:	Your jars in the window… why are they filled with coloured liquids?
INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP - JARS IN WONDOW - OLD
[image: victorianchemist Instagram posts (photos and videos) - Picuki.com]EMILE:	It’s a sign of our trade!  It’s said the jars represent the four humours that makeup the workings of the human body – yellow bile, black bile, blood and phlegm.  It was the ancient Greeks who believed our bodies consisted of such substances – all delicately balanced.  And that illness would occur if balance was lost.  Others though say they represent blood, air and earth.
BOY:	So it’s a bit like a logo.  When you see the bottles, you know this is a chemist – even if you can’t read?
EMILE:	Logo?  Is that Greek itself?  You’re right though.  And from the medicines on my shelves, you can see the sort of ailments folk around here have…  
BOY:	I can see remedies for upset stomachs.  And… coughs?
EMILE:	Well spotted young man.  The diet of many is poor, and a poor diet leads to poor digestion… whilst work in mines and quarries is hard, and particles can inflame the lungs.  But never fear, the remedies we have will soon sort them out.  
INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP 2 – ALTERNATIVE IMAGE - OLD
[image: In the Pharmacy. Very interesting, natural and sincere guide. - Picture of Black  Country Living Museum, Dudley - Tripadvisor]EMILE:	 [SFX: TINKLE OF SHOP BELL]  If you’d excuse me for a moment!  Good day, Mrs Hollingsworth.
LADY:	Just my usual toilet water please, Mr Doo.
GIRL:	[QUESTIONING] TOILET water?
LADY:	Excuse me miss!  I simply mean scented water for my toilet! To toilet is to wash.  Don’t you know anything?  And some toilet soap too if you please, Mr Doo.
EMILE:	And Mr Hollingsworth – is his cough any better?
LADY:	A little but I shall need more of your cough remedy.  The herbal kind.
EMILE:	I would urge him to sample this new creosote expectorant.  It’s very effective for complaints of the chest.
LADY:	I won’t be having any of those concoctions – you never know what’s in in there!
[image: ]INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP – INGREDIENTS - OLD
EMILE:	I assure you madam the ingredients are quite clearly displayed on the packets.
LADY:	But I haven’t the first idea what any of them are!  No, if it’s all the same, I’ll take my usual – herbal is best.  I’ve had him on hot honey and lemon all week and there is some improvement.
EMILE:	As you wish.  Elderflower, liquorice, cloves and cayenne.  It will take some time to prepare – perhaps come back in an hour?
LADY:	Very well – I’m much obliged.
SFX:	TINKLE OF SHOP BELL

INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP 1 - OLD
BOY:	Will those herbs work as good as your medicine?
EMILE:	I’d sooner Mr Hollingsworth tried my new medicine, but I’ve the greatest of respect for natural remedies.  They are, after all, tried and tested over many generations… and, well, not every human likes things to change – they fear the unknown…
GIRL:	But this packet for stomach upsets seems to have chloroform… and arsenic?  I’m pretty sure they’re really strong chemicals – and isn’t arsenic a poison?
EMILE:	Almost anything can be a poison in the right quantity!  It’s my job to get the quantities right!  Whether that be an ointment for a burn, powders for baby or whatever prescription I am given.
SFX:	TINKLE OF SHOP BELL
EMILE:	More customers – you must excuse me!
SFX:	WHOOSH BACK TO THE PRESENT
INDOOR – CHEMIST SHOP - NEW
GIRL:	And we’re back where we started!  Look there’s the Guide!
THE GUIDE:	And what did you think of Mr Emile Doo?
BOY:	He’s a very busy man!  Amazing to think he would be the only person to treat those without money for a doctor…
GIRL:	And cool that he made herbal remedies, as well as developing new medicines.
SFX:	OUTRO BED
THE GUIDE:	You might not be able to mix pills and potions like Mr Emile Doo, but home remedies can be easy to make – such as honey and lemon as a warm drink for a sore throat.  You could ask an adult to help you make it yourself!
OUTRO:	BLACK COUNTRY LIVING MUSEUM - ADVENTURES THROUGH TIME.  WITH SUPPORT FROM THE ARTS FUND
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